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1271, the Holy Pontiff responded by appointing two
Dominican x friars to accompany the merchants and open
up this new field for missionary work. He supplied them
with letters to the Emperor of China; but the Dominicans,
intimidated by the ravages of a Mamluk invasion of
* Armenia',2 discontinued the journey at Lajazzo. Fortun-
ately, the Polo brothers had taken with them this time
Niccolo's young son, Marco Polo, who stayed in China for
seventeen years and afterwards wrote a complete account
of his adventures.8
Marco found on his arrival that Nestorian Christianity
had long been ahead of him in these regions as explained
at the opening of this chapter. The Saracens, too, had
reached the court of Qublai Khan with the mission of
Islam.4 In an attempt to define the Tatar's conception of
different religions, Marco puts the following words in the
mouth of Qublai: 'The Christians say their God is Jesus
Christ, the Saracens Mahomet, the Jews Moses, the idola-
tors Sogomoni Borcan, . . . and I do honour and reverence
to all four.' . , , 'But by that which the Great Kaan
showed,' continues Marco, 'he holds the Christian faith for
the most true and good, because he says that it does not
command a thing which is not full of goodness and holi-
ness.' 5 The writer then blames the Pope for his failure
would become Christians and the Church's liegemen.' Finally, he charged
his envoys to bring back to him some 'Oil of tie Lamp which burns on the
Sepulchre of our Lord at Jerusalem.'
1 These were  Niccol6  of Vicenza  and William  of Tripoli.    Yule,
22.
2 The reigning Sultan in Egypt at this time was the first Bahrite Mamluk,
Baibars (1260-77), a strong ruler who inflicted several crushing defeats
on the Christians in Syria.   Weil (Abbasidenchalifats), I, 61 et seq.; Muir
(Mamelukes), 24-6.
3 For a full bibliography of Marco Polo, see Yule's introduction and
Cordier's Notes and Addenda, 137-43.    Moule, 128-43, has brought to-
gether most of the relevant extracts from Polo's work bearing on the subject
of Christians in China.    Howorth, I and IV passim, also includes much use-
ful material, vide indices.
4 Moule, 131, 137, 138, 141.
5 ib., 13 5-6     The Khan, in abhorrence of the manner of Christ's death,
prohibited the carrying of the Cross which he regarded as a brutal reminder
of His crucifixion.